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The president of the 52nd Garnet Key Society, Mandy Langlois (right), an early childhood education student, performs with her sis- 
ter, Kerry Langlois, currently in the art education program. The pair often perform and offer workshops together and will be involved 
in the Key’s after-school program at Kateri Takakwitha School at Kahnawake. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Since January, a handful of members of 
the Garnet Key Society have made a 
weekly trek out to a Kahnawake school 
engaging students (along with their 
parents and teachers) in a multi-faceted 
after-school program that runs the 
gamut from arts and crafts to technolo- 
gy and, soon, circus performance. 

This year, 52nd Key decided to take 
their mandate to organize a community 
project over the course of their tenure 
seriously. The societys members, cho- 
sen from across the university, are best 
known as welcoming faces in garnet 
jackets at university events throughout 
their year-long term of office. Members 
usually raise money for a charitable 
group as their community project. 

“We didnt just want to organize a 
fundraiser, we wanted to create some- 
thing that was sustainable, and would 
continue, says Micaela Hardy-Moffat, a 
studio arts student. 

The ball really got rolling when some 
members of the society met former 
Prime Minister Paul Martin at an event 
and learned about his ongoing work 
with First Nations communities. “There 


was concern about the community's 
low enrolment in post-secondary edu- 
cation.’ said Hardy-Moffat. 

After some discussion a_ plan 
emerged for an after-school program at 
Kateri Tekakwitha School that would 
create a link between Kahnawake and 
the university while building on the stu- 
dents’ strengths and interests. 

“This was something that some ofthe 
Garnet Keys already had experience 
with. We felt that as a group of individ- 
uals in a diverse range of programs, we 
could offer a variety of different skills, 
said Key president Mandy Langlois, 
who is studying early childhood and 
elementary education. 

“I used to do gymnastics and then | 
started coaching. I realized that I loved 
teaching, says Langlois. Although she 
moved here from Alberta to go to circus 
school, she ended up in the education 
program. She often uses circus skills in 
the classroom in unexpected ways. 

“Currently, I teach full-time for eight 
weeks at Children’s World Academy in 
LaSalle. I use performance to illustrate 
non-verbal communication and in sci- 
ence class it can help explain balance or 
perception.” 


When Langlois is finished her intern- 
ship, she'll start her part of the program 
at Kateri Tekakwitha. For now, the first 
phase is well underway, with almost a 
quarter of all the school's students reg- 
istered in one of the three sessions cur- 
rently offered. 

Gamet Key VP and finance student Kyle 
Seaman has been offering the technology 
program. Although only one student was 
interested in the stop-motion animation 
project Seaman first presented, the others 
are eagerly taking on the PowerPoint and 
html skills they are learning. 

Seaman, who has coached basketball 
in afterschool programs, is excited by 
the challenges posed by this project. 
“Tm so lucky to be working with this 
team, he says. 

The group is already planning for the 
future and how to extend the project 
past their Key mandates. Another Key, 
Victor Bourdeau, has expanded MSR 
International, a coalition he founded, of 
university students involved in develop- 
ment projects to develop an education 
project that could support the Kateri 
Tekawitha program long-term. “They 
have had some support from Paul 
Martins staff,’ said Seaman. 
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New prof hopes to empower youth 


Teresa Hernandez Gonzalez draws links between language, identity and education 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Education professor Teresa 
Hernandez Gonzalez believes 
we need to modify the school 
system so that teachers are not 
the only sources of information. 

“Teachers help with tools and 
processes. But if we break the 
power relationship, everyone 
will feel enriched by the experi- 
ence, she says. 

Hernandez Gonzalez came to 
Concordia in August. Since 
then, she’s been busy with her 
courses and adapting to life in 
Montreal. 

As for her colleagues, she gets 
the impression they really care 
about their work. “They are very 
professional, theyre not just 
here to do the hours and get 


paid,’ she says. 
In her native Spain, she 
received a top-ranked grant from 





Education professor Teresa Hernandez Gonzalez moved to Montreal in 
August from her native Spain. “I really like this city,” she said. “1 wanted 
to cross the ocean.” 


the Spanish foundation La Caixa 
to study in the United States, 
which included dinner with the 
King and Queen of Spain. 

While completing her mas- 


ter’s in intercultural communi- 
cation at the University of 
Pennsylvania, she was appoint- 
ed by the Dean of the Graduate 
School of Education to sit on the 
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International Programs Com- 
mittee, which oversees all grad- 
uate programs. During that 
time, she met Noam Chomsky at 
a conference. For Hernandez 
Gonzalez, the experience was 
eye-opening. 

“I fell in love with language 
and realized how much you can 
learn about people by studying 
their speech,’ she says. 

For the last nine years, she 
worked as an English teacher in 
primary education, helping to 
integrate a ground-breaking 
bilingual program administered 
by the Spanish Ministry of 
Education and the British 
Council. 

Hernandez Gonzalez explains 
that the curriculum was 
designed for youth in public 
schools who might normally 
struggle with the school system. 
Students are presented with an 


additional challenge: classes in 
English. Remarkably, the project 
was so successful that it now 
serves as a model for other 
schools and has been exported 
to South America and other 
countries in Europe and Asia. 

Now she is completing her 
doctoral thesis at the University 
of Valladolid, Spain, and expects 
to defend it in June. 

Hernandez Gonzalez is 
chiefly interested in teaching 
English as a second language 
and the study of language as it 
relates to culture, power and 
social relationships. Her current 
research focuses on ethnogra- 
phy in education and at identity 
construction in young gypsy 
women in Spain. 

“I see education not as a job 
but my way to leave this world 
better than the way I found it,’ 
she says. 





More good news from Concordia Journalism 


Diploma student’s scholarship win extends department's impressive run 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Graduate Diploma _ student 
Vanmala Subramaniam has won 
a coveted CBC News Network 
Joan Donaldson Scholarship for 


2010, upholding a tradition for “ 


Concordias Journalism pro- 
gram. 

“I’m really happy, says the 24- 
year-old Subramaniam. “But 
honestly, mostly I’m relieved. It's 
so competitive to get a job in 
this field’ 

Graduating in April, she's 
been applying for every intern- 
ship she can find. “This was the 
last, but the one I wanted the 
most.’ 

Subramaniam was born in 
Vancouver to Indian parents 
and raised in Malaysia. 
Following her degree in eco- 
nomics and political science 
from U of T, she wanted to study 
journalism at Concordia out of a 
self-described “curiosity about 
every aspect of the trade.’ 

The scholarship, established 
by the CBC in 1999 in honour of 
respected journalist and 
founder of CBC Newsworld, 
Joan Donaldson, includes a 
$2 000 cash award, a week of 


training and an intensive four- 
month paid internship at one or 
more locations within the CBC 
News Network. Up to eight 
Donaldson scholarships are pre- 
sented each year. In 2010 there 
were only seven. 

Competition is fierce. There 
are nine participating journal- 
ism schools across Canada, and 
each can submit up to five can- 
didates. From this pool, the CBC 
chooses those to whom it will 
grant an interview. 

“No school is guaranteed a 
selection; says Peter Downie, 
the director of the Graduate 
Diploma in Journalism program, 
via email. “Each school obvious- 
ly sends its strongest candidates 
so the competition is intense. 
Making it to the interview stage 
is a real accomplishment. We 
had three students selected this 
year. 

Subramaniam describes the 
interview as the most rigourous 
she’s ever been through. 

“It was one hour of rapid-fire 
questions, mostly about news 
content on the CBC and on 
Canadian television, and gaug- 
ing your general knowledge 
about the world, she explains. 


“The interviewer wasnt taking 
notes or recording, just looking 
at you. You just felt pressure. | 
was drained.’ 

Subramaniam credits Con- 
cordia and Downie’s coaching 
with helping her win the schol- 
arship. 

“Peter Downie really helped. 
He was excellent at prepping us 


‘and giving us encouragement, 


she says. “And the diploma pro- 
gram has been so good. It's a 
very skill-based program—we 
learn technical things like edit- 
ing and how to use the camera— 
and gives us an awareness of 
what the industry wants.’ 

Downie is proud Concordia 
has never failed to have at least 
one of its students granted a 
Donaldson scholarship each 
year. 

“And for two years running 
now, a Concordia student has 
been at the top of the CBC's list 
of scholars from across the 
country, he declares. “I think 
that says something critically 
important about our students, 
the relevance of our program 
and about the skills of those 
who teach in it’ 

Subramaniam will intern in 


Toronto from mid-May to the 
end of August. “I'll be working 
as a chase producer or writer 
for a couple of shows, on a 
rotation, she says. “I'll find 
people to interview, follow-up 
on stories and suggest stories, 
too.” 

Subramaniam did a one- 


Vanmala Subramaniam earned one of seven CBC scholarships for 2010. 





month internship as a financial 
reporter for the Malaysian 
newspaper The Star last sum- 
mer, and another with The 
Financial Post in December. 

“I just want to end up being a 
reporter, she says, “choosing 
my own stories and going out 
and doing them.” 
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A work of revelation 
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MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Secrets drive Lisa Lynch. 

The Concordia journalism 
professor’s research explores 
how new media and changes in 
the field of journalism are 
affecting the way information 
is circulated. 

Educated at Stanford, 
Berkeley and Rutgers in litera- 
ture and journalism, Lynch 
researches the connections 
between communication tech- 
nologies, culture and social 
change. She says the impetus 
for her current work is “the 
way the traffic of information 
outside the world of journalism 
makes its way into journalism 
— or into public record even 
though it bypasses the Fourth 
Estate. It’s all about things peo- 
ple can't, don't, or won't usual- 
ly talk about, and how they get 
out.” 

While working in Washington 
D.C. in 2004, Lynch founded the 
Guantanamobile Project with Elena 
Razlogova, then a fellow at the 
George Mason Center for 
History and New Media and 
now a professor of history at 
Concordia. At a time when the 
issue of Guantanamo Bay 
detainees was below the radar 
of all but a few international 
journalists, Lynch and her group 
created a website as a database 
and information clearinghouse. 
They also filmed a mini-docu- 
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Journalism professor Lisa Lynch with a photo related to her Guntanamobile Project. 


mentary on Gitmo, and present- 
ed it to audiences throughout 
the U.S. Midwest and South, 
interviewing them about what 
they knew about the legal and 
political issues surrounding the 
detainees. 

She's most enthusiastic about 
her book project on Wikileaks, a 
whistleblowing website that it 
says was set up “by human 
rights campaigners, investiga- 
tive journalists, technologists 
and the general public” in 2007 
to leak classified or suppressed 
documents while remaining 
uncensorable and protecting 
the anonymity of sources. 

“It’s part of the global trans- 
parency movement, says 
Lynch. Over the past several 
years, Wikileaks has been in 
the news for publishing to its 
website leaks such as half a 
million pager texts sent on 
9/11 including messages from 
Pentagon workers and New 
York City police; a secret report 
commissioned by the Kenyan 
government detailing billions 
of dollars their former presi- 
dent allegedly stole from the 
country; and a_ procedural 
manual for Camp Delta at 
Guantanamo. The site has suc- 
cessfully fought off attacks in 
the courts, and has received 
support from publishers, press 
associations and the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

“Their servers are in Sweden, 


gia 





and they're trying to create a 
data haven in Iceland,’ says 
Lynch. “It’s now something 
journalists go to for resources, 
or as a bunker for documents 
that papers are afraid to leak 
because they have no 
resources to fight lawsuits.” 

Currently, Lynch is also pilot- 
ing the Digital Newsroom 
Project, a journalism ethnogra- 
phy study that will examine 
how the field of journalism is 
dealing with massive change. 
Her project will study the 
effects new technologies are 
having on the culture of jour- 
nalism. Among these are differ- 
ences in approaches between 
English and French language 
newsrooms, the need for multi- 
media training, and the chal- 
lenges involved in archiving 
old news websites. And any 
examination of journalism 
right now is not an easy task. 

“It’s hard to study unstable 
objects,’ Lynch notes wryly. 

A Concordia seed grant is 
funding the project, which 
Lynch runs with the help of a 
master’s student and _ two 
diploma students. Lynch is also 
currently a_ collaborating 
researcher in the Digital labour 
arm of the GRAND (Graphics, 
Animation and New Media) 
Network of Centres of 
Excellence, based in B.C. but 
involving researchers from 
across the country. 
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ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to the members of the JMSB team who brought 
home first over all at the Financial Open at McGill, Feb. 5 to 7. The 
team scored two gold, one silver and two bronze finishes in indi- 
vidual case disciplines in bringing home their second consecutive 
Financial Open title, and third in four years. 





JMSB students also brought home the title from the fifth annual 
Organizational Behavior Case Competition at the Ted Rogers 
School of Management at Ryerson, Jan. 29. It was the first time a 
school from outside Ontario has won the competition. 


“Thanks to the teams for all their hard work and amazing 
sticktoitiveness, says Mark Haber, JMSB Advisor to the under- 
graduate competition program. { 


N@v/o 


English professor Jonathan Sachs will be participating in the 
Benjamin Meaker Visiting Professorship at the University of Bristol, 
U.K. between March 1 and 5. Sachs, who studies the place of antiq- 
uity in the development of literary and political discourse during the 
18th century, will be giving a lecture on his current research as well 
as performing a seminar and two research workshops. Not restrict- 
ed to any one discipline, the professorship was founded in 1976 from 
a bequest from the estate of the businessman Benjamin Meaker. 


Upon his return, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and 
Culture will host Sachs to present his book, Romantic Antiquity: Rome 
in the British Imagination 1789-1832. March 15 at 4:15 in LB-646. 


“Qo 


Mechanical and Industrial Engineering professor George Vastistas 
and his team’s work on vortex patterns was recently featured in the 
book, Flow: Natures Patterns: A Tapestry in Three Parts (Oxford 
University Press). “It’s very satisfying to be mentioned along with the 
renowned Belgian scientist of the 18th century Joseph Antoine 
Ferdinand Plateau, said Vatistas. 


“GO 


The masters’ thesis of Electrical and Computer Engineering gradu- 
ate Javad Lavaei has won the Northeastern Association of 
Graduate Schools Master's Thesis Award 2009-10 for the best thesis 
of the last three years. The competition includes the some of the 
best universities in the world, including MIT, Harvard, Yale and 
McGill. Lavaei was the winner of the Governor General's Gold Medal 
in 2008 (see Journal, Nov. 20, 2008). 
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The Concordia delegation of 36 
students brought back two tro- 
phies from the 20th Engineering 
Games, held in Quebec City Jan. 
3 to 7. The debating team of 
Vijeta Patel and Sergio Lando 
brought back the first place tro- 
phy, while the consulting engi- 
neering team of Lando, 
Christine Kalil, Hao Yin, 
Francine Nguyen and 
Jonathan Yu brought home the 
third place award. Eleven teams 
from Quebec university engi- 
neering schools rallied around 
the theme of water to present 
environmentally friendly solu- 
tions to real-life industry-based 
problems. 


Sergio Lando (left) and Vijeta Patel 


™GQvo 


Addendum to Accolades Jan. 28, 2010: The book, Plan of Chaos, co- 
edited by retired English professor David Ketterer, is published by 
Penguin. 
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Archivist raises questions about copyright 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Google entered into an 
agreement in 2004 with a number 
of libraries to digitize their collec- 
tions and post them online, some 
authors questioned the premise 
of the deal. 

On the surface, “the impetus tq 
make the material available is 
laudable,’ says Nancy Marrelli. As 
director of .the university's 
archives, a writer and publisher 
(she is co-publisher of Véhicule 
Press) and chair of the Canadian 
archival community copyright 
committee, she has numerous 
stakes in the discussion. 

However, as she recently 
argued in a CBC radio interview 
“the scope of this agreement is 
larger than what the parties have 
a right to contract about’ 

On the one hand, it is not 
clear that libraries can turn over 
the rights for the contents of 
their stacks. “If you buy a book, 
you own the physical book, but 
not the intellectual property 
inside the book, she points out. 
That question was addressed in 
a legal decision last year, .and 
individual authors can now 
choose to opt out of the system, 
or be compensated. 

Much more disturbing, from an 
archivist’s perspective, is the fact 
that Google and a group repre- 
senting publishers and authors 





down Deschamps’ heirs for permission if it had been taken a year later. 


also included “orphan works” in 
their agreement. 

Orphan works are publications, 
photographs, diaries, personal 
papers or similar materials whose 
creators are unknown or untrace- 
able. Copyright legislation defines 
a period of time, (usually after the 


creator of a work is deceased), 
before the work enters the public 
domain where it becomes is avail- 
able to be used freely. If the cre- 
ator is unknown or can not be 
found, it is impossible to clear the 
rights to use the work or to even 
determine the date from which 


the work is available for use. 

Currently, a lack of policy on 
orphan works can stall projects 
or put users at risk of legal liabil- 
ity. Important historical materi- 
al cannot be made available 
because there is no way to clear 
the rights. 
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Marrelli believes this is an 
important policy question that 
should be addressed by all those 
involved until a consensus is 
reached. 

“We need legislation covering 
orphan works. It should be dealt 
with as a public policy issue 
rather than an agreement 
between Google and publish- 
ers—an agreement that is being 
made on behalf of people who 
can not speak for themselves.’ 

Marrelli gives the example of a 
film project on the residential 
school system in Canada. Some 
significant materials might not 
be available for use because the 
original creators or participants 
are unknown or cannot be locat- 
ed. For example, uncredited 
footatge of interviews with for- 
mer residents or their families, 
or photographs abandoned in a 
rooming house or discovered in 
a junk store. 

The inability to clear the 
rights to that material with the 
actual rights holder could stall 
the entire project. 

Marrelli would like to see leg- 
islation that allows such proj- 
ects to proceed with a clear 
demonstration of good faith and 
due diligence by the user in try- 
ing to track down potential 
rights holders. The terms of that 
due diligence would be laid out 
in the legislation. 





Concordians’ efforts deliver 500 boxes of supplies to Haiti 


Over 500 boxes of supplies are 
being flown to Haiti because of 
the generosity and efforts of a 
number of Concordians and 
friends of Concordia. 

“It started when my friend 
Carlie Jean-Baptiste, a great 
Montrealer, whose family is origi- 
nally from Haiti, wanted to mobi- 
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lize people and asked me to help,’ 
said Vice-President Advancement 
and Alumni Relations Kathy 
Assayag. 

Working with a number of 
student groups and private 
donors, a plan was formulated 
to send supplies to Haiti, along 
with the financial contributions 


mail 


that had been raised. 

“Of course the priority now is 
money and I cant emphasize 
enough how important it is for 
people to support organizations 
like Oxfam, the Red Cross and 
others who are providing relief for 
Haiti. But above and beyond this, 
students and members of the 






Pictured in front of a fraction of the goods donated for Haiti are (from left) Carlie Jean-Baptiste; VP Advancement 


and Alumni Relations Kathy Assayag; CSU President Amine Dabchy; Ralliement Etudiant Haiti Canada (REHC) VP 
Jonathan Deslouches; REHC President Randolph Pierre; Chief Executive Coordinator Dwight Best from the ACSioN 
Network Montreal; and CSU VP Finance Sam Moyal. 





WIONYXIT¥ JD¥0ID 


community wanted to do some- 
thing tangible by providing 
urgently needed supplies directly 
to Haiti” said Assayag. 

She got in touch with contacts 
in retail and manufacturing and 
in less than two weeks had 
amassed 300 boxes worth of 
blankets, clothing, medical sup- 
plies like baby Tylenol and iso- 
propyl alcohol, diapers and baby 
formula. 

“Everyone I called didn't hesi- 
tate to donate supplies, Assayag 
said of the overwhelming 
response. 

Added to that were 200 more 
boxes of used clothing and sup- 
plies donated in bins that were set 
up around both Concordia cam- 
puses after the earthquake. The 
CSU executive arranged for nine 
people to sort the donations into 
boxes according to age group and 
gender. 

They also did research to find 
a trustworthy group on the 
ground in Haiti willing to distrib- 
ute the goods when they arrive. 


Even the flight the material was 
sent on was donated by a trans- 
port company. 
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India trade mission a success 


University representatives tour institutions with provincial leaders 
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President judith Woodsworth plants a tree with Infosys Technologies Limited Chairman N.R. 
Narayana Murthy (right) looking on. Murthy received an Honorary Doctorate of Science 
from Concordia in June, 2009. 





Concordia has had longstanding ties to 
India, with several agreements already in 
place (for some examples, see Journal, 
March 8, 2008). “I am delighted to have 
expanded Concordia’ linkages with insti- 
tutions in India, which will enable us to 
share expertise and build research capac- 
ity in both countries,’ said Woodsworth. 
“Under our agreement with TERI [The 
Energy and Resources Institute], to take 
just one example, researchers will be 
working on climate change, biofuels and 
sustainable business, all recognized areas 
of strength here at Concordia.” 

Woodsworth was also able to meet 
with Concordia alumni while on the trip. 
By continuing to maintain ties with grad- 
uates and forging ties with educational 
institutions, she hopes that more people 
will choose to study here. 

Adams has frequently traveled to 
India on behalf of the university and had 
gone earlier to prepare some of the 
agreements finalized during the trip. 
Woodsworth’s first trip to India was 
in 1984 when she was a translation 


professor at Concordia. 

In diaries on her web site she recalled, 
“In translation studies of the day, we 
tended to be concerned primarily with 
the linguistic, social and political impli- 
cations of bilingualism in Canada. How 
fascinating it was to discover a multilin- 
gual country in which the constitution 
recognizes not two, but 18 official lan- 
guages. 

Woodsworth further reflected on 
these connections when she attended 
the inauguration of a Québec Studies 
centre in Delhi during her recent trip. 
“It is fascinating to see the interest, in 
India and worldwide, in the study of 
Québec — perhaps because we provide 
an interesting case study in the rela- 
tions between language, culture, and 
politics, and an example of the way in 
which a strong cultural identity can 
emerge while multiple linguistic, ethnic 
and cultural realities coexist in a rela- 
tively harmonious manner. 

To read Woodsworth’s diaries from her 
trip, go to president.concordia.ca/. 


President Judith Woodsworth recently 
returned from a Quebec trade mission to 
India led by Premier Jean Charest with 
eight agreements to expand, renew or 
develop partnerships between Concordia 
and educational institutions there. 
Woodsworth, along with Associate 
Vice-President International Affairs 
Liselyn Adams and Robert Fews, recently 
appointed as Special Aerospace Advisor 
to the Dean of Engineering and 
Computer Science, were among the rep- 


resentatives of the province's business, 
education and research communities 
that spent a week in India. Two members 
of the Board of Governors were also part 
of the mission: the Honorable Baljit 
Chadha and James Cherry. 

The increasing importance India has 
for Quebec is illustrated by the fact that 
Charest’s first trade mission to India, in 
2006, involved 30 delegates, compared 
to the 130 public and private sector par- 
ticipants on this year’s trip. 


OVERVIEW OF AGREEMENTS SIGNED 


National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad and other campuses (new agreement) 
BITS-Pilani (Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani) (new) 
IIM-Bangalore (Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore) (renewal) 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore (new) 

_ Shristi School of Art and Design, Bangalore (new) 
VIT-University (formerly Vellore Institute of Technology), Vellore (renewal) 
_ Jawaharlal Nehru University, School of International Studies 
(specific agreement in areas of political science) 
rales - ‘TERI University (new) 





Human Rights Day to kick off Congress this spring 


A full day of discussions lectures 
and exchanges will bring inter- 
nationally acclaimed experts to 
Human Rights Day to jumpstart 
the Congress of Humanities and 
Social Sciences on May 28. They 
will come together to address 
obstacles, denounce abuses, and 
declare the inalienability of 
human rights. 

The subject of human rights is 
one that supports the overall 
theme of Connected Under- 
standing, says Ronald Rudin, 
history professor and Academic 
Convenor for Congress 2010. 

“The issue of human rights is 
one that’s become part of the 
DNA of many branches of 
research being conducted at 
Concordia; says Rudin. “When 
we originally decided upon the 
overall theme, it wasn't a large 


leap to see how the work of 
many of our people are at the 
forefront of showing how the 
issue's effects ripple throughout 
society.” 

Rudin points to the work of 
the Montreal Institute for 
Genocide and Human Rights 
Studies, the Montreal Life 
Stories project and the Centre 
for Oral History for examples of 
groundbreaking human rights 
research being conducted here 
at Concordia. 

The day's events, based on the 
format of the President's 
Conference Series, will be divid- 
ed into at least three sessions. 

The morning session will 
address the topic of human 
rights and youth, specifically 
focusing on child soldiers. 
Speakers will include 


Communication Studies profes- 
sor Liz Miller (a partner in the 
Montreal Life Stories project) 
and former Concordia student 
and Trudeau scholar William 
Tayeebwa, a former child soldier 
himself. 

The afternoon session will 
offer a glimpse of artwork 
inspired by human rights ques- 
tions, and how the issue has 
been represented. One of the 
confirmed guests will be 
Iranian-French photojournalist 
Reza Deghati. Perhaps most 
famous for his contributions to 
National Geographic, Deghati is 
the author of 16 books, and won 
the UNICEF Hope Prize for his 
contribution to a joint project 
Lost Children Portrait in 
Rwanda. 

The evening session will con- 


verge upon the issue of human 
rights and women. Radio- 
Canada news anchor Céline 
Galipeau will be featured as a 
main speaker in a co-presentation 
of Concordia and the Canadian 
Federation of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. Joining Galipeau 
will be journalists Agnés Gruda 
from La Presse and Jessica Leeder 
from The Globe and Mail. 
Together, the three will be reflect- 
ing on their many respective first 
hand experiences of witnessing 
human rights issues pertaining to 
women. 

In addition, organizers are 
planning a series of Master 
Classes for a group of 20 gradu- 
ate students studying human 
rights coming from all over 
Canada. The students, who will 
be here participating in 


Congress, will be chosen for the 
classes after a process evaluat- 
ing their research. These semi- 
nars would involve discussion 
on a subject related to human 
rights as determined by the 
human rights expert leading the 
master class. 

“There’s no precedent for a 
university hosting Congress to 
do something such as this,’ says 
Rudin. “It truly is an opportunity 
to show delegates Concordias 
expertise in this particular field’ 

Organizers expect to confirm 
more speakers for the Human 
Rights Day in the weeks to 
come. As Congress draws near, 
the Journal will bring you devel- 
opments of this and other 
events. 

See www.concordia.ca/congress 
2010 for more coverage. 


6 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | February II, 2010 


————— — 


Using beats as resistance 


Native youth incorporate art and hip hop to combat oppression 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


At the Grammys in 2004, hip hop group 
OutKast closed the show with a lively ren- 
dition of their hit Hey Ya! 

On stage a half-naked “squaw” emerged 
from a tipi and danced around in green 
fringe buckskins and white go-go boots, 
shaking it “like a Polaroid picture, as the 
lyrics go. 

This stereotypical depiction of native 
culture troubled artist, scholar, and profes- 
sor Dylan Miner, who spoke about the 
intersection of hip hop, graffiti and con- 
temporary indigenous art on Feb. 2. Miner 
teaches transcultural studies at Michigan 
_ State University. 

“This unacknowledged cultural denigra- 
tion compelled me to begin thinking about 
the importance of hip hop and graffiti 
within our communities, said Miner, who 
is mitchif (or Métis) and grew up in 
Michigan. He was invited to speak at 
Concordia by the Department of Art 
History. 

Hip hop’s popularity among indigenous 
youth is unprecedented, he said, calling it 
the lingua franca for many who claim it as 
their own. In turn, it has become a tool to 
empower them to resist colonial and capi- 
talist hegemony. 

Miner transposed the four elements of 


Exposing changes in 


hip hop: literature, music, visual art, and 
dance with indigenous knowledge onto 
the pan-Indian medicine wheel of Lakota 
and Anishnaabe spirituality to create his 
aboriginal turntable (see graphic on 
right). 

He also looked at the work of visual 
artist Bunky Echo-Hawk, whose perform- 
ance-based live graffiti is impacting con- 
temporary native painting and anti- 
authoritarian murals by the Oaxaca-based 
street art collective Lapiztola. 

While there are many examples of artists 
and performers who incorporate facets of 
hip hop to fight oppression, there are also 
cases in which the iterations are problem- 
atic. 

A controversial YouTube clip, pejorative- 
ly titled Ghetto Pow Wow, depicts a couple 
at the Chickahominy reserve in Virginia 
dancing provocatively in traditional attire. 

“Not everyone is happy about the incor- 
poration of hip hop into contemporary 
indigenous lifeways, Miner said, mention- 
ing that the womans jingle dress has 
important spiritual significance. 

Still, he says it is interesting to see how 
aboriginal peoples have started to trans- 
culturate colonial and settler cultural prac- 
tices into their own, “not simply as a naive 
incorporation, but rather as an intentional 
and complex engagement with contempo- 





The sacred medicine wheel of Lakota and Anishnaabe spirituality represents knowledge of the 
universe and is divided into the four cardinal directions. Dylan Miner transposed the elements 
of hip hop onto the wheel and also incorporated indigenous knowledge in the centre. 


rary cultural practices. 

Miner repeated a quote from Louis Riel 
who said on the eve of his hanging, “My 
people will sleep for 100 years, and when 


they awake, it will be the artists who give 
them back their spirit.’ 

For more about Dylan Miner's work, visit 
www.dylanminer.com. 


curatorial practices 


Exhibit presents a range of works from gallery’s collection 


As Max Stern Curator, Mélanie Rainville is 
responsible for overseeing the 1 700 works 
in the Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery's 
collection. 

The questions raised by the practices 
of collecting works are highlighted in the 
gallery’s current exhibit: Collecting: The 
Inflections of a Practice. The show is 
curated by Rainville, whose position with 
the gallery is financed through the Max 
Stern Estate. 

While about 80 pieces are hanging in 
offices around campus, and the occasional 
piece is included in an exhibition like the 
current Jewish Painters of Montreal: 
Witnesses of Their Time, 1930-1948 at the 
McCord, most of the gallery's collection is 
not readily available to the public 

The show displays 224 works (13% of the 
collection as a whole) while posing signifi- 
cant questions about how changes in col- 
lecting, curating and cataloguing practices 
shape, and leave traces on a collection over 
time. Divided into 10 sections, each one 
illustrates a different challenge related to 
past and current practices. 

After becoming the collections curator 
two years ago Rainville spent the early days 
gathering as much information as she 
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Max Stern curator Mélanie Rainville (centre, facing camera) lead a tour through the works. 


could on the pieces she now stewards. 
The show opens with the donations of 
prominent businessman and benefactor 
Samuel Schecter. Although Schecter 
donated pre-Columbian and African 
works, paperwork (also on display in the 
show) identifies the nascent collection as 


i 
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the Sir George Williams Collection of 
Canadian Art. 

Other sections of the exhibition point to 
changing ethics and practices over the 
years. For instance, some hand-painted 
glass pieces were purchased in the 70s at a 
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flea market. Similarly, several of the pieces ~ 





are displayed in the exhibition with the evi- 
dence of once-common, but now out-of- 
favour conservation practices — the pieces 
partially obscured by cataloging labels or 
damaged by inks bleeding through onto 
the work itself. 

Some orphaned works have absolutely 
no information on provenance at all. 

This is the third show in as many years 
to shed light on the actual practice of the 
maintenance of a collection (see Journal, 
March 19, 2009). In an effort to break down 
the wall between collection and public, 
Rainville hosted two tours of the gallery's 
vault. The popular events filled up fast and 
a lucky few were able to see where the 
other 87% of the collection is contained, 
and how. The Pre-Columbian works, along 
with unframed works on paper, are kept in 
drawers. Larger framed works are mount- 
ed on sliding grills while some statues are 
kept on open shelves. 

The vault at the back of the LB Building 
gallery itself underwent major renova- 
tions in 2006. The entire space has been 
hermetically sealed and is maintained at 
a consistent temperature of 20°C with 
45% humidity. The current show contin- 
ues until Feb. 13. 
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Rituals on the silver screen 


Student-run ethnographic film fest draws big crowds 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


On a freezing cold Friday evening, 
every seat in the J.A. de Séve 
Cinema was taken as the crowd 
waited for the lights to dim and 
the screening to begin. 

The Festival international du 
film ethnographique du Québec 
took over the theatre on Jan. 29 
to screen seven films at 
Concordia, including the popu- 
lar Shugend6é Now, directed by 
Jean-Marc Abela and produced 
by Concordia doctoral candi- 
date Mark Patrick McGuire. 


McGuire has attended FIFEQ | 


for the past two years and was 
always impressed with the lineup. 


Shugendé Now, which is based 


on McGuires own dissertation 
research, is a feature-length film 
about the mystical practices of 
mountain asceticism in Japan. 

Following the screening, 
McGuire engaged in an hour-long 
discussion with the audience 
about how the pilgrims respond- 
ed to having two Canadians film- 
ing their rituals, building rapport 
with subjects and deciding who 
to focus on, and the pilgrims’ 
motivation for hiking through the 
forest for 26 km. 

“Mark answered questions very 


thoughtfully, said anthropology — 
major Kate Husted, who was on 


the FIFEQ organizing committee. 
“It was really one of the highlights 
of the entire festival. People were 


Sustainability Mashups 


Karen Herland 


kept meeting. different people 
dynanec and mmovative sustain- 
abiity esearch projects but 
whenever be asked ome if they 
were goze of the related work 

“T vealieed so munch knowlerice 
Sastamabeity Meashurs as a fea- 
ture of bis programming for 
February as the CSUs Green 








related to sustainable practices 
and see what happens. The 
mashups open up the space for 
building collaboration. 

“I think this kind of series is 
really important and needs to 
keep happening, said pk lang- 
shaw, who participated in the 
first mashup and has let sustain- 
ability feed her design arts prac- 
tice for over a decade. 

“Until recently, sustainability 
was primarily understood as 
ecological—eco designs, reuse 
and recycling, for example. Now, 
there's more of a movement to 
acknowledge the inherent inte- 
gration of economic, social and 
environmental elements, said 
the design and computation 
arts professor, who describes 
her work as social design. 

“Much of my research/creation 
projects and teaching initiatives 
have a component of university 
and community interaction. 

For the last ten years Concordia 


Satoshi Ikeda, Tier-2 Canada Research Chair in Political Sociology of 
Global Futures, was on of the two professors invited to the second 
Sustainability Mashup organized by the CSU as part of Green Month. 


ney 


very impressed.’ 

Husted is one of several 
Concordians who worked with 
students from McGill and 
Université de Montréal to pro- 
duce the three-day event, which 
also featured screenings and dis- 
cussions at the other two schools. 

They received over 100 submis- 
sions from around the world and 
narrowed the selection down to 
23 films. 

Started by Concordia students 
in 2003, FIFEQ is free and open to 
the public. The festival screens 
films which capture a lifestyle or 


element of culture such as a ritual, 
_ practice or ceremony. 


Other films touched on avant- 
garde music, the life of migrants, 


design students have been work- 
ing mentoring youth from Centre 
Dans La Rue serving youth at risk. 
The DLR high school students 
earn credits by learning computer 
skills and the design students are 
credited for sharing those skills. 

More recently, she has been 
running a design laboratory 
called d_verse through 
Hexagram. This project is more 
abstract involving a variety of 
communication technologies in 
performance. The sustainable ele- 
ment is also less directly accessi- 
ble and the result of intensive 
research -to source the most 
socially, economically and envi- 
ronmentally sustainable materi- 
als, practices and resources in 
producing and presenting the 
work. “It is really embedded into 
everything I do. Its sometimes 
not obvious.’ 

Langshaw was paired with 
geography planning and environ- 
ment professor Jochen Jaeger, 
whose research tracks the impact 
of urban sprawl, roads and transit 
systems on the natural world and 
ecosystems. 

They were both very aware of 
the importance of language in 
terms of their own work and their 
ability to understand each other's 
approach. “It's like a multilingual 
dialogue. You realize that the 
same words, from different per- 
spectives, have different mean- 
ings, said langshaw. 

“It’s important to clarify con- 
cepts, added Jaeger. “You need to 
really immerse yourself in the 
other discourse to understand 
each other. | 

Jaeger’s PhD research com- 


. Shugendé Now is an independent ethnographic film produced by religion 





vi3ev JWYN-NVGI 


student Mark Patrick McGuire, who also teaches at John Abbott College. 


and reconnecting with elders. 
For more information about 

FIFEQ, visit www,/fifeg.ca. 

Shugendé Now is available on DVD 


at www.shugendonow.com and will | 





be screened at the Coopérative du 
Grand Orme, 99 Ste-Anne St., 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, on Feb. 
23 at 7 p.m. The event is free. See 


www.coopdugrandorme.ca. 


develop dialogue between disciplines 


Raymond Paquin, of the JMSB, also spoke about sustainability in the con- 


text of business practices on Feb. 9. 


bined quantitative research 
based on landscape metrics with 
qualitative information collected 
from interviews with people 
involved in transportation plan- 
ning, landscape planning, and 
nature conservation. Now, 12 
years later, he still recognizes the 
difficulties inherent in combin- 
ing two different fields, and the 
rarity of this type of practice. 
“Just a few scientific journals 
publish such trans-disciplinary 
work. Unfortunately, a lot of the 
research stays within one disci- 
pline, or is very shallow. 

He is also suspicious of how 
some scientists are using the 
word “sustainable” instead of real- 
ly understanding and applying 
the concepts behind it. 

“In some cases, you see people 
substituting the term ‘sustainable 
management’ when they really 
just mean ‘good management. It's 
a new name but they havent real- 
ly changed anything.’ 

Ultimately he's very excited by 


the potential of projects where 
those involved really take the time 
to learn, understand and apply 
different approaches from outside 
their own field. 

“I’m really very supportive of 
this process. This connection is 
essential if we want to bridge the 
gap between political declarations 
about moving towards ‘sustain- 
ability’ and the actual decision 
making in the real world.’ 

Oster planned three mashups 
for the month. The last one will 
take place on Feb. 16 in the MB 
Building. For details on the 
other workshops and lectures 
programmed for Green Month, 
go to sustainability.csu.qc.ca. 

A month of programming is 
only one of the initiatives Oster 
has introduced as _ VP 
Sustainability and Special 
Projects. He is also working to 
have the CSU adopt an ethical 
purchasing policy and a dietary 
choice policy to ensure vegan and 
vegetarian options at CSU events. 
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Russ COOPER 


When the atrium of the Samuel 
Bronfman building is packed 
with students, profs and com- 
munity members participating 
in a lively discussion surround- 
ing food safety and sovereignty 
that’s followed by local organic 
wine and cheese... it might be 
hard to believe it's homework. 

But it was for one group of 
students from SCPA 301: Social 
Debates and Issues in Public 
Policy Analysis. 

As part of the curriculum, the 
class, taught by School of 
Community and Public Affairs 
Vice Principal Margie Mendell, 
organizes panel discussions by 
inviting players from varying 
standpoints involved in an issue 
assigned to them at the start of 
the course. 

“The purpose of the class is 


for students to understand the 


processes of policy making, 
says Mendell, “and to identify 


the different groups in society © 


that either have an impact on 
those processes or are impacted 
by those policies once it is 
implemented- 

The class of 25 is divided into 
groups of four to six and is 
assigned an issue they'll be exam- 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Building a solar-powered build- 
ing on a flood plain? Not so 
smart. Developing natural gas 








Author Cleo Paskal spoke on Jan. 28. 


ALISUJAINA VIQWOINGD 


Paskal warns of environmental instability 


‘CLASSACTION 


Left to Right: Fabienne Gabillet Dy 


Pauline Lambton 


ining all year. This year, students 


also tackled the Caisse de Dépét 


situation, the role of government 
in the economy, the future of the 
Turcot Interchange and the 
changing nature of work. Their 
panel discussions will be held 
March 2, 9, 16 and 23 respectively 
in the Bronfman atrium. _ 
Along with the panel, each 
group is required to write a col- 
lective paper on their assigned 





ke, Catherine Litalien, Dania Habib, Anna Goldfinch, Mallory La 


issue as a year-end project. 

For the class’ first panel on 
Feb. 2, the invited panelists 
included certified organic 
farmer Sabrina Martinez, coor- 
dinator for the Food Sovereignty 
Coalition Frederick _Paré, 
Community Liason Director for 
food bank Moisson Montreal 
Zackary Rhissa, and Steve 
Aitchinson, owner of local vege- 
tarian eatery Burritoville, a 


-SCPA 301: Un derstanding policy making = 





on and 


resto dedicated to purchasing 
and serving local produce. 

For both semesters of the six- 
credit class, students learn 
about organizations involved in 
an issue, “not to judge them, but 
rather to see how effective they 
are at influencing policy, says 
Mendell, who also serves as 
Director of the Karl Polanyi 
Institute (see Journal, Jan. 15, 
2009). 


O’Brien Centre welcomes geopolitical expert 


installations at sea level? Could 
be tricky. Constructing oil rigs 
directly in the path of hurricanes? 
Sounds like a recipe for disaster. 

“People don't want to think 
about it because they dont have 
the expertise to deal with these 
problems, geopolitical security 
expert Cleo Paskal told the audi- 
ence during her talk entitled the 
World After Copenhagen on Jan. 
28. “Global warming is not just a 
political, economic, or environ- 
mental issue. It’s going to lead to 
real conflict.’ 

Paskal is an award-winning 
journalist based in Montreal. She 
is also a fellow of the Energy, 
Environment and Development 
Program at the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, Chatham 
House in London and a consultant 
for the US Department of Energy's 
Global Energy and Environment 
Strategic Ecosystem. 


She warned that the United 
States in particular was 
extremely vulnerable with its 
aging infrastructure, eroding 
coastlines and poor town plan- 
ning. Paskal predicted that envi- 
ronmental change could take a 
serious toll unless we address it 
now. 

Hurricane Katrina, for 
instance, was a category three 
storm when it hit Louisiana in 
2005 and yet the damage was 
catastrophic. When levees 
designed by the US Army Corps 
of Engineers failed, approxi- 
mately 80% of New Orleans was 
submerged in up to 14 ft of 
water. Nearly 2 000 people were 
killed. The damage was estimat- 
ed at $100 billion USD. 

“We keep hearing ‘this is a 
developing world problem. It’s 
not, it’s already happening here, 
she said. 


Flooding is an increasing con- 
cern, Paskal continued. London, 
which is slated to host the 
Olympic Games in 2012, was par- 
alyzed by 2 ft of water in 2007. 
People said it was a one-off 
occurrence but it happened again 
last summer. The Olympic park 
itself is being built on a former 
flood plain. 

She also dealt with the legal 
and political ramifications of 
environmental change, such as 
melting permafrost in the Arctic 
creating shaky foundations and 
how to deal with countries disap- 
pearing below sea level. 

We each have a role to play in 
managing and preparing for these 
issues, she said. Attend city council 
meetings and ask basic questions 
about infrastructure stability. 

“If you don't like the answers, 
find better ones of your own, 
she said. 


LUSUIAIN YIGWODNOD 





“The students always invite — 
people directly engaged in the 
issue; from organizations to 
government to businesses, she 
says. “We want people who are 
on the ground so they can 
engage with the general public. 

“The class is interesting 
because the students have to 
research the issues they are 
assigned and identify the key 
organizations, groups and indi- 
viduals involved, as well as 
organize and publicize the 
event. The course develops 
many different skills.’ 

SCPA student Anna Goldfinch 
says she and her co-organizers, 
“were really happy when we 


_ were assigned this topic and we 


wanted to be as sustainable as 
we could for our event, she says. 

To contribute to the effort, 
they decided to arrange for the 
reception organic wine from the 
Eastern Township community 
of Dunham, Quebec and organic 
cheese, donated by Burritoville. 

Goldfinch, who works with 
Moisson Montreal, says she'll be 
taking much of what she 
learned during the panel for- 
ward. “The issue is so vast, but 
it’s so local. It's a global problem, 
but the solutions are within 
communities” 


Paskal also spoke about the 
merits of interdisciplinary cen- 
tres like the David O’Brien 
Centre for Sustainable 
Enterprise at the John Molson 
School of Business. By bringing 
together business leaders, engi- 
neers, scientists and more, we 
can find the complex solutions 
we need. 

She was the third in a series of 
distinguished speakers present- 
ed by the O’Brien Centre, in 
association with the Karl 
Polanyi Institute of Political 
Economy, departments. of 
Political Science, Sociology and 
Anthropology and the School of 
Community and Public Affairs. 

Her book, Global Warring: How 
Environmental, Economic, and 
Political Crises Will Redraw the 
World Map, was published 
by Key Porter Books in 
December. 
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CSU celebrates 30th anniversary with reunion 


On Feb. 6, more than 100 past 
and present members of the 
Concordia Student Union, along 
with current members of uni- 
- versity administration, gathered 
in the lobby of the EV Building 
to celebrate its 30th anniver- 
sary. 

Originally called the 
Concordia University Student 
Association, or CUSA, the stu- 
dent government was estab- 
lished in 1979-80. It was 
renamed the CSU in 1994. 

Speakers to address crowd 
included co-president from the 
governments inaugural year 
Hagop Der Khachadurian, 1997- 
98 president Rebecca Aldworth, 
and Francois Longpré, who 
served as counselor in 1981-82, 
VP finance in 1982-83 and co- 
president in 1983-84. 

The event had been in prepa- 
ration since August and was 
originally planned for 
November. When organizers 
sent the invitation to more than 
300 past CSU and CUSA mem- 


bers, the move to the February 
date was needed to accommo- 
date additional planning. 

Kristen Gregor, VP student 
life, said the event was a suc- 
cessful endeavour. “It was a 
unique experience to see where 
we started, what our goals were 
back then, how far weve come, 
how things have changed, and 
most importantly, where we can 
go from here.’ 

In the spirit of forward 
momentum, organizers made 
sure to gather up-to-date con- 
tact and bio information from 
all attendees for easier refer- 
ence of future governments. 
They also plan to set up an 
online database or blog where 
executives past and present 
can share questions and infor- 
mation. 

“Because the CSU switches 
members every year, we lose 
that institutional memory, she 
said. “We're hoping this data- 
base can serve to make connec- 
tions for years to come.” 





Members of the Concordia Student Union past and present gather in the EV atrium on Jan. 6. 
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Gabriel Boodoo, an employee of Distinction Maintenance Services — con- 
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tracted by the university to collect recycling — holds up coffee cups 
skimmed from the tops of blue bins in the Hall Building on Feb. 5. 
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Capping coffee cup use 


R4 tries to limit dependence on disposable cups 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


. Last year, Concordians tossed 3.9 


million disposable coffee cups. 
That amounts to 75 per student. 

Equally troubling is the fact 
that people think that the cups 
are recyclable, says Faisal 
Shennib, coordinator of R4 
Concordia - Rethink, 
Reduce/Reuse, Recycle. 

In response, R4 is unveiling a 
new awareness campaign to 
educate people about recy- 
clables on campus. Their plan 
includes new signage near the 
bins, classroom presentations, 
posters, tabling and information 
on the plasma screens. They are 
also planning to revive their 
Lug-a-mug program. 

Because of their plastic lining, 
coffee cups must be thrown out. 
The lids, which sometimes have 
an embossed recycling logo to 
indicate that they are made of 
post-consumer content, must 
also be dumped since they are 
made of type 6 plastic. : 

Right now, blue bins around 
campus are being contaminated 
with coffee cups which often 
contain leftover liquids. 

“It makes life difficult for those 
who collect the contents. It's 


extremely messy, says Shennib. 

While coffee cups are the 
biggest issue, he says they will 
also try to clear up other miscon- 
ceptions. Soiled pizza boxes are 
not recyclable, nor are crinkly 
plastic wrappers. Juice and milk 
cartons, also known as Tetra 
Paks, should be recycled with 
plastic and glass, not paper. 

In a perfect world, we would 
reduce our consumption of pack- 
aging, Shennib adds. People have 
gotten used to the convenience 
of take out food and individually 
wrapped snacks. 

“We're trying to move away 
from ultra-convenience and 
toward concern for the environ- 
ment, he says, noting that we 
have already seen a big change 
with reusable bags at supermar- 
kets. Since it takes extra effort to 
carry your own mug and wash it 
after each use, he calls it a 
lifestyle decision. 

“We need an_ ideological 
change. It has to be pervasive. If 
you see it all around you, it’s eas- 
ier to make the switch.’ 

Shennib is looking at the pos- 
sibility of asking campus cafés to 
charge a 10 cent fee for dispos- 
able cups to discourage their use 
or starting a mug-sharing pro- 
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gram that people would buy into 
- think of it as Bixi for coffee 
lovers. 

For more about recyclables, 
visit sustainable.concordia.ca. To 
get involved in R4s campaign, 
look up Sustainable Concordia 
on Facebook and visit the event 
page for Don't Break the Cycle! 
Coffee Cups are Not Recyclable! 


BYO MUG AND SAVE BIG 


} 


10¢ discount 


Tim Hortons, Starbucks 


20¢ discount 
Second Cup, Chartwells 
Saint-Cinnamon 


10% off 
Java U 


50¢ 

for a cup of organic, fair trade 
coffee at Le Frigo Vert. Bring 
your own mug or borrow one of 
theirs. 


$1 

for a cup of coffee a Café X in the 
VA and EV Buildings with your 
own mug, $1.25 to $1.75 otherwise. 
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Pedal to the metal in 55-hour fundraiser 


Concordians were sweating bullets 
on the mezzanine of the SP Building 
on the Loyola campus during the 
Spin to Save fundraiser for humani- 
tarian efforts in Haiti. 

Organized by the Department of 
Exercise Science and Mission 
Solidarité Responsable, they had 
raised $3 000 and counting at press 
time for Médecins sans frontiéres. 

Ten bikes were set up during the 
day from Feb. 8 to 12 for a total of 
55 hours. Willing cyclists gave $20 
for each one-hour spinning class, 
led by volunteer instructors from 
Le Gym and elsewhere. 

Co-organizer Jonathan Bourget- 
Murray (pictured on the far left) 
said that people responded: well 
and were more than willing to 
donate. “I think they realize where 
the money is going and how 
important the cause is,” he said. 

There is still time to get in on 
the action since the event wraps 





up at 3 p.m. Friday. Send an email 
to at spinning.4.haiti@gmail.com 
to RSVP. 

After grinding the pedals, take 
advantage of the restorative powers 
of massage. Athletic therapy 
students will be nearby hosting 


their Helping Hands event with 
massages for a $10 donation. Catch 
them in SP-165-15, near the 


Security Desk and in the 
Rehabilitation Lab on Feb. 11 from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. and Feb. 12 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Thank you for your generous support of Haiti! 


Due to the kindness and hard work of members of our community, donations and clothing for Haiti as well 
as support services for Haitian students at Concordia have helped ease the pain of this terrible tragedy. This 
week, in time for the Canadian government commitment to double donations, a cheque for $11 000.42 was 
sent to OXFAM Québec on behalf of those who held bake sales, concerts, film viewings, etc. over the past few , 
weeks. Other NGOs have also benefited from contributions from various events (such as $5 831 to Médecins 
sans frontiéres, $200 to LArche, $835 to UNICEF Québec...as well as many others) and there are still plans for 
more fund-raising activities. The Dean of Students would like to take this opportunity to thank the following 


departments and individuals (and to offer apologies to those inadvertently omitted from this list): 


Groups and individuals who organized fund- 
raisers: Bangladeshi Students Association, 
Centre for the Arts in Human Development, 
Cinema Politica, Chabad, C. Hedrich/D. Pullen, 
Exercise Science and Athletic Therapy, Faculty 
of Arts and Science, Fillipino Students 
Association, JMSB, Latin American Students 
Organization, Muslim Students Association/ 
Thaqalayn Muslim Association, People’s 
Potato, Queer Concordia, School of Extended 
Learning, Team Soraya, Team Kwaku, Team 
Deborah, UNICEF and many more we dont 
know of! | | 

ACSioN Network 

Concordia University Office of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations | 

Chartwells 

Concordia University Computer Store 
Concordia University Bookstore 

Concordia University Digital Store 

Concordia Stingers" 


Concordia Student Union 


The Concordian — 

Concordia University Distribution and 
Transportation Services 

Concordia University Facilities Management 
Hospitality Concordia 

Concordia University ITS 

The Link 


Concordia University Residence Life 
Concordia University Security 


Ralliement étudiant Haiti-Canada 

Simone de Beauvoir Institute 

Concordia University Student Accounts 
Concordia University Student Services 
(Advocacy and Support Services, Counselling 


and Development, Dean of Students Office, 


International Students Office, Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy, Recreation and _ Athletics, 
Financial Aid, Health Services, Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy) | | 


Concordia University Communications Services 


The fight for Haiti is not over! Do not let them be forgotten! 


An invitation to participate in the review of the 
Terms of Reference of the Ombuds Office 


President Judith Woodsworth has formed'a committee 
to review the terms of reference of the Ombuds Office. 
The Ombuds Office deals with problems and complaints concerning any area 
or department in the university. A complete copy of the terms of reference can be found at: 
vpexternalsecgen.concordia.ca/documents/policies/BD-2.pdf 


The review committee wishes to extend an invitation to all members of the university community to 
participate in this review by encouraging you to submit your written comments, in confidence, to: 


Enza De Cubellis 
Secretary, Ombuds Terms of Reference Review Committee 
1455 de Maisonneuve West, Room S-GM 801-25 
or at Enza.Decubellis@concordia.ca 


Deadline for written submissions: Friday, Feb. 19. 
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4 The Faculty of Engineering & Computer Science presents 


13th Annual Teaching 
Excellence Award 


RECOGNIZING 


* Excellence in teaching 
¢ Sustained commitment to the improvement of teaching 
¢ Creativity in the development of 
teaching materials and approach 


ELIGIBILITY 


¢ Full-time and part-time faculty must have completed 
at least three years of teaching at Concordia by the end of 
this semester. The nominee must have taught at least five 
courses in the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science at 
Concordia University; the courses must cover a range of topics. 


¢ The person must not have received 
this award in the previous five years. 


PROCEDURE 


¢ Students and faculty members may fill in a 
nomination form from any of the academic units of the _ 
Faculty or from the Dean's Office, Student Academic Services, 
S-EV 2.125, and fill it out as instructed. 


DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: _ 

Monday, March 1 ne 
Send to: 3 ae 
Donna Hum, Manager, Academic Affairs, Dean's Office, 
Faculty of Engineering & Computer Science, EV-2.279 — 


NOMINATIONS 
REQUESTED 


SPRING 2010 CONVOCATION 
MEDALS AND AWARDS 


The Office of the Registrar is soliciting nominations for the 
Spring 2010 convocation non-academic medals and awards. 


Graduating students from Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 may be 
nominated for the following medals: 


The Concordia Medal 

The Malone Medal 

The O’Brien Medal 

The Provost’s Medal for Outstanding Achievement 
The Stanley G. French Medal 


The First Graduating Class Award is presented to a person or 
group who has made the most innovative contribution, either 
academic or extra-curricular, to university life. It is open to all 
members of the Concordia community. 


Nomination forms and the criteria for each medal and/or 
award are available from the Dean of Students Offices (L-AD 
130 and S-H 637), the Birks Student Service Centre (S-LB 185), 
and your Faculty/School council secretary. 


Nominations must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar, 
c/o Convocation Awards, S-LB 700, by March 31. 
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THURS., FEB. I! 


@® Sol Guy gives inspirational lecture 


Open to all students, faculty and staff, this lecture by TV host 
Sol Guy is bound to inspire positive change. After a visit to 
war-torn Sierra Leone, he set out to use the entertainment 
business as a vehicle for social change. Sponsored by Dean of 
Students, CCSL and CSU. 


S-H 110 | 4to6 p.m. | news.concordia.ca 


@® Dysfunctionality in New Media Art 
Marie-Laure Ryan (uColorado) will present a lecture titled 
Between Play and Politics: Dysfunctionality in New Media 
Art as part of the CISSC’s visiting lecture series. The second 
part of the lecture, Narrative and Interactivity: a Difficult 
Relationship, continues the following day at 10 a.m. in S-LB 
659-04. 


S-H 767 | 7 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 
FRL., FEB. 12 


S Cine Gael screens His and Hers 

The 18th annual-Cine Gael Montreal Series will screen [is 
and Hers, directed by. Ken Wardrop and shown at Sundance. 
Gazette film critic Join Griffin will speak. 

De Seve Cinema, SLB 1235 | 7:15pm. cinegaelmontre- 
al.com | $7 for the one film, more pricing options avail. 
fF CTLS Faculty workshop: Timely and 
Kate Bligh (Theatre and English depts.) coaches professors 
on the psychological impact of criticism and feedback and 
its important imperct om student learning. 

L-AD 308 | 939am to 1230 pm. | teaching-concordia.ca 
gee interdiscipiinary dialogues: What is 
Research? 


Join Joel McKim 2t the interdiscapiimary Dialogues Session Il, 
“Research, Ethirs, Politics’ and take in four student presen- 
tations and a roundtable discussion. 

S-1B 646 | lto3pm. | asscoonconiia.ca 


gf Understanding the Needs of Trans 
Students 


This workshop will help faculty and staff better understand 
the needs of trans stadents, from roll call to bathroom usage, 
and will explore ways we can support trans students on cam- 
pus and create a trans inclusive space. This is a collabora- 
tion of We Value and the 2110 Centre. 


SH763 10:30am. 
news.concordia.ca/events/016179.shtml 
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FEBRUARY || TO MARCH 4 | CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA 


SAT., FEB. 13 


@ Documentary Protocols (1967-1975) 


book launch 


In the mid-60s, museums were indifferent to the work of 
Canadian artists. As a result, the artists became their own 
curators in alternative spaces. Documentary Protocols (1967- 
1975) is the third part of an ambitious project that docu- 
ments this period. The book will sell at the launch for $25 


($40 full price). 
Ellen Gallery, S-LB 165 | 5 to 7 p.m. 
mpolosa@alcor.concordia.ca 


MON. FEB. [5 


@ cISSC Fellows series: Monica Patterson 


Monica Patterson will discuss Contested Childhood in 
Apartheid South Africa. 


S-LB 646 | 4:15 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


© The Wooden Lightbox: A Secret Art 


of Seeing 


A Black Box-based exhibit by Alex MacKenzie that involves a 
hand-made hand-cranked 16 mm projector made from relic 
parts and invokes a pre-digital era when the shape of cinema 
was still unknown. 


Black Box, S-EV OS3.845 | 7:30 p.m. 


; lightbox.mobilemediagallery.org 


TUES., FEB. 16 


@ How Transmasculinity Technologies 


Challenge Queer Theory 


This lecture presented by the Feminist Café will bring 
together gender paradigms regarding transmasculinities 
and explore the potential of Trans Studies for rearticulating 
Queer Theory, politics and positionalities. 


S-EV 2.260 | 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
F University of the Streets Café: letting go 


Living in Transition: When closure is all we need, why is it 
so hard to just “let go”? Admission is free. Donations are 
appreciated. 

Le Dépanneur Café, 206 Bernard W. | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univcafe.org 


THURS., FEB. 18 


ge Ephemeral City: forum on public space 
IRHA (l'Institut de recherche en histoire de architecture) is 
a non-profit research network of which Concordia is a part. 
Under the theme of Ephemeral City, they are holding a forum 
on public space. 

Shaughnessy House, Canadian Centre for Architecture, 1920 
Baile Rd. | 6 to 8 p.m. | ephemeralcity.org 


FRI., FEB. 19 


@ Karolyi on cross-border acquisitions 


The Institute for Governance of Private and Public 
Organizations and the Van Berkom Endowed Chair in Small 
Cap Equities have invited Andrew Karolyi to give a lecture on 
Government-Controlled Acquirers in Cross-Border 
Acquisitions. 

S-MB 6.240 | 10. a.m. to noon | johnmolson.concordia.ca 


TUES., FEB. 23 


gr University of the Streets Café: taking 


the first step 


Living in Transition: When beginning something new, how 
do you take the first step? Admission is free. Donations are 
appreciated. 


Salon b bibliocafé, 4231-b St-Laurent Blvd. | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univeafe.org 


WED., MARCH 3 


ae © Outside the Box: Arts-based 


community development 


Bill Cleveland will discuss strategies for mobilizing a vastly 
underutilized natural resource — human creativity — to 
build caring, capable communities. 


S-MB 7.270 (Acting Studio 4) | 6 p.m. 
www.artandcommunity.com 

ff University of the Streets Café: 
Metaphors for Change 


How does the way we think about organizations affect how 
we interact with them and within them? Admission is free. 
Donations are appreciated. 


Arts Café, 201 Fairmount W. | 7 to9 p.m. | univcafe.org 
THURS., MARCH 4 


@® CISSC hosts Brian Rotman 


As part of the Visiting Speaker series, CISSC presents a lec- 
ture by Brian Rotman (Ohio State) on The Alphabet, 
Ghosts, Distributed Being: Becoming Beside Ourselves in 
the Digital Era. 


S-H 763 | 7 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


LEGEND 


© arts 


@® Lecture/reading 


gee Workshop/discussion @ Book launch 


Winter Carnival on the Quad 
Tues., Feb. 16 


Snow sculpture competition 
Centraide Tug-O’-War 


(see centraide.concordia.ca for details and registration) 


Maple taffy, hot chocolate, soup 
Music by CJLO 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


More related events from Feb. 15 to 19: 
tinyurl.com/LoyolaOnice 


Also check out the Centraide Triathlon, part of the Olympic 


Challenge Feb. 16 to 17: 
centraide.concordia.ca 
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Recruitment season in full swing 


Russ COOPER 
Athletics department coaches 
are hard at work enticing new 
student athletes to play and 
study here in September before 
the March 1 application dead- 
line. 

Brad Collinson, assistant foot- 
ball coach and recruiting coor- 
dinator, is more than happy 
they’ve signed a few big ones for 
the 2010-11 squad. 

So far, the team has bagged 
five of their first choices. Joining 
the Stingers will be quarterback 
Tyler Pritty from Markham 
District HS in Markham, Ont.; 
defensive tackle Quinn Smith 
from Torontos Birchmount HS; 
offensive tackle Matt 
Giammichele from St. Thomas 
More HS in Hamilton; receiver 
Michael Harrington from Vanier 
College; offensive guard Matt 
Kuhnen and defensive end Matt 
Meyer, both from the Calgary 
Colts Junior program. 

Women’s hockey coach Les 
Lawton has been scanning the 
country for new talent since this 
past September, (generally the 
time most coaches begin their 
hunt). He's toured from 
Vancouver to Nova Scotia to 
find the best to be the bee. 

“We're excited. It’s been a big 


year for recruiting, says the 27- 
year coaching veteran. “There 
are some really skilled players 
who are ready to start right 
away. 

If both the coaches and the 
player express mutual interest 
between then and March, they 
begin negotiations (academic 
awards and scholarships are 
often part of the wooing 
process). Once athletes choose 
Concordia, they must sign a let- 
ter of intent loosely binding 
them to studying and playing 
here. 

“From an academic point of 
view, we have to make sure the 
program is there for them. It's 
really about finding the proper 
combination of athletics and 
academics, says Lawton. Once 
here, student athletes are able to 
utilize the Academic Coaching 
Excellence program. Set up four 
years ago by former assistant 
registrar Peter Regimbald and 
now run by Student Transition 
Centre Advisor Brigeen Badour, 
athletes are paired with aca- 
demic coaches to help balance 
schoolwork and sports. 

While Lawton and_ the 
women’s team haven't formally 
signed any recruits, they re final- 
izing eight to 10 for next year's 
team. While names can't be 


Assistant Coach 
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Ferdinand (30), circa 2008. 


released until the intention is 
made official, the Journal can 
report three have committed to 
the team and plan to sign the 
letter. 

Collinson is optimistic about 
the 2010-11 football team, even 
months before the training 
camp opens on Aug. 15. “We'll 
be much stronger next year, 
says Collinson. “THe kids we're 





————a 


Brad Collinson (right) gives pointers te Connor Smith (58), Patrick Petraroia (61) and Cedric 


bringing in and the kids we 
already have are really talented.’ 

The recruiting team has 
shortlisted a few more 
prospects, and Collinson is 
extremely encouraged by the 
pool of players they're choosing 
from. “The talent in Canada has 
grown immensely. Theres more 
football being played across the 
country than every before, he 











says. “It’s just a matter of con- 
vincing the best to come to 
Concordia.’ 

He states recent funding 
enhancements (over $34 mil- 
lion for exercise science) and 
the new state-of-the-art build- 
ings, including the winterized 
Stinger Dome, have sweetened 
the pot for would-be student 
athletes. 


Film duo headed to Vancouver to blog about Olympics 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Communications grad Josh 
Usheroff has known his best 
friend and creative partner Ben 
Goloff since before birth, literally. 


Their mothers met during a 
Mommy and Me pre-natal class. 
They lived on the same street and 
had frequent play dates. Now 
that they're all grown up, they 
run a production company 


together, Black Box Productions. 

This week, Samsung is sending 
them on an all-expenses-paid 
trip to Vancouver to blog about 
their personal experiences at the 


Olympics. 





Ben Goloff (left) and Josh Usheroff are off to the Olympics as semi-finalists in Samsung’s Mobile Explorers com- 
petition. Usheroff completed a BA in Communication Studies in 2006. 


0107 HSOF GNY 3d 40 ASILUNOD 


It all started last November, 
when they noticed a web banner 
advertising the Samsung Mobile 
Explorers competition. They cre- 
ated a short film to showcase 
their personalities and technical 
know-how and submitted it 
online. 

“We knew we needed to create 
a video that would be viral. 
People would click, laugh and 
share; Usheroff said. Friends and 
family started voting and their 
fan base grew. By December, they 
were named one of five semi- 
finalist teams. A panel of judges 
will award one team a grand 
prize of $10 000 at the end of the 
games. 

In Vancouver, they will be 
checking out various events 
and posting photos and videos 
using Samsung Omnia II 
phones. Besides trying to catch 
up with the men’s and women's 
hockey teams, they are also 
looking into the logistics of 
going bobsledding (“it’s nearly 
impossible, Usheroff admit- 
ted). 


On the upside, they will catch 
the world premiere of their film, 
Skywriter, which was created for 
CODE, the Cultural Olympiad'’s 
digital edition. Directed by 
Usheroff and produced by both 
of them, the short film will 
screen several times on five 
jumbo screens around the city 
to an estimated audience of 
100 000 people per day. For 
those who can't make it to 
Vancouver, Skywriter will also be 
downloadable on Bell Mobility 
phones and will be featured as 
inflight entertainment on Air 
Canada. Visit www.blackbox 
productions.tv/skywriter/ for 
information about viewing it 
online during the games. 

“Ben and I are both going out 
there with open minds about the 
Olympic experience. There's no 
real stress on our part, Usheroff 
said. “I’m going with my best 
friend to have fun and share it 
with others. It can’t go wrong. 

Follow their antics at 
www.samsung.com/benandjosh 
2010. 
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